t has to be said that | do
like 410 shotguns and
have been using them for
more years than | care to
remember. Light, handy and with modest
recoil, if criticism could be levelled
against the calibre it would be the noise
it makes. Some say it’s not powerful
enough, but as with all things to do
with shooting live game, it’s more about
knowing the gun/cartridges limitations
and abilities. So for close/mid range
rabbits and hares | find it ideal, likewise
for shooting squirrels and rats. Feed it
solid slug ammo and it becomes a highly
affective short range fox stopper too.

As a gamekeeper a lot of my work
is done at night and all the firearms in

my collection are moderated, which |
consider most practical. Some of this is
down to not spooking potential targets
and others just simply not to annoy
the neighbours, which can be equally
important. So if you can make a 22 LR
or even centrefire quieter, why can’t
you do the same to a smoothbore? Well
you can, and my first experience with
a moderated shotgun came from the
Saddlery & Gun Room, a company that
specialises in silencing smoothbores.
Two years ago an in conjunction with
the Editor (Pete Moore) | tested their
12-bore Hushpower, which is based on
a Mossberg 500 pump-action. Effective
to a degree - though a shotgun blast
does carry much further than even a
high power rifles crack - the sheer size
and weight of the 12-gauge gun | felt

was prohibitive. Plus for best results
sub-sonic cartridges are to be preferred.

Little Peach

Currently I own a Mossberg 410 pump,
which | do like for the aforementioned
reasons. Though when | bought it,
it came with a 24”, Cylinder-choked
barrel, which does restrict effective range
a little, which on a smaller cartridge
such as the 410 is not ideal. Try as |
might | have not been able to get a full
choke tube to replace it. So when Pete
asked me if I would like to test the 410
Hushpower | was very happy to oblige.
The Hushpower system is
permanently fitted to the barrel, so you
don’t need a separate slot for a moderator
and the gun can be bought as a Sect 2
on a standard SGC. As | already own a
410 Mossberg | knew what to expect

No surprises with the Mossherg 500 action,
which uses a skeletonised shell lifter,
which makes clearing the occasional
stoppage much easier

Professional game keeper Andrew Johnson takes the
Saddlery & Gun Room’s fully moderated 410 pump-action
? shotgun out and finds he does not want to give it back
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20-yard pattern showed 75% of the pellets
landing within 18, whi roved a lethal
dose for rabbits, rats, hares and squirrels






